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Welcome to the first edition of the Habitat Hub for 2017. 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new families and 

welcome back to our continuing children and families. We hope that 

everyone enjoyed a relaxing holiday season.  

 

The year ahead promises to be a successful one for our community  and 

we look forward to the opportunities that 2017 will present. The first few 

weeks of the year can be challenging as we have many new childr en 

settling into care. Please be assured that our educators are well-equipped 

to support your child and ensure their emotional wellbeing during this 

period.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding settling or would 

like to discuss your child¬s development, please don¬t hesitate to make 

contact with your child¬s educators or Divisional Directors. We welcome 

open communication and are more than happy to organise a time when 

you can meet to discuss any questions you may have. Please read on for 

details about our Parent Information Evenings. 

 

We have recently undertaken an audit of immunisations held on file for our 

children. During this process, it has been identified that we still require a 

number of immunisation records. Under the Education and Care Services 

National Regulation, we are required to hold current imm unisation records 

at all times. Please assist us by presenting your child¬s immunisation record 

at reception, where we will copy your record and return it to you 

immediately. Alternatively we are able to accept a scanned copy or 

image of the record.  For your convenience, a copy of these records may 

be obtained by visiting the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register. If 

you have any questions or queries regarding this issue, please feel free to 

contact our Responsible Person Team for further information. 

 

Please be reminded that if you¬re a Health Care Card holder and have a 

child enrolled in a kindergarten program, you may be eligible for a 

Government subsidy. Please see reception for further details. 

 

 

CONTACT US 

 

If we can be of assistance, please don¬t hesitate to call our management 

team  on 3851 5151 or email at manager s@habitatlearning.com.au  to 

schedule an appointment.  Please feel free to read on for more important 

information on the Habitat «experience¬. 
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Centre Co-ordinator 
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NOTICEBOARD 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 

Please join us for an opportunity to get to know your Educators, room routines, goals and 

expectations. Please see below. 

 

 

EVERGREEN CHILDREN'S THEATRE INCURSION  

Evergreen Children's Theatre will be presenting a Puppet Show about the Australian Rainforest on 

20 February. The children will be introduced to creatures, learn more about them and how to help 

continue the survival of the habitats. The incursion will be offered to children from the Possums, 

Kookaburras, Geckos, Pythons, Treefrogs, Kubbi, Biggie-Billa and Arinya rooms and the cost of the 

performance is included as part of the fee structure.  

 

 

CHEEKY LITTLE MONKEY'S PHOTOS  

Habitat's annual class photos are just around the corner  commencing on 27 February . Important 

information will be coming out over the next week. Watch this space!  

 

 

HABITAT'S PARENT ADVISORY GROUP (PAG) 

Are you interested in joining Habitat's Parent Advisory Group? The role of the PAG is to provide 

advice on Habitat's practices, feedback on policies and input on upcom ing events. Our first 

meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 February 2017. If you are interested in being part of the 2017 

PAG please contact Kirby   kirby@habitatearlylearning.com.au  for further information.   
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Welcome to all families! I look forward to being a part of your childôs journey of lifelong learning at Habitat. 
 

The year is well underway and it is wonderful to see our children settling into their new environments, forming 

relationships and establishing new routines. Over the past few weeks children have been  developing a sense of 

identity. As part of this learning, the children¬s family photos are being comp iled to complete each rooms ¬ family 

tree. We warmly encourage all families to contribute a photo to the room family tree to  promote a sense of 

belonging and link home  and Habitat together . As we move into February our Sunshine Division will begin working 

on classroom projects.    

 

For Jenny and Sarah in Butterflies, a big part of January was settling the children into their new environment and 

focusing on each child¬s individual routine. They will continue to build relationships with the babies  while also 

beginning to explore some age appropriate areas of interest such as  farm animals through stories, song and role 

play. In Doves, Jensine and Kaela are centring their activities on building a sense of belonging and community. 

They will continue this theme with a strong focus on emotions and identity over the next few weeks. Educators in 

the Sunshine Division are working on the outdoor environment creating fixed learning spaces to encourage 

children to engage in a ran ge of different activities each morning. They have also been practicing the Habitat 5 

song each day. The Habitat 5 song is one way that we encourage  positive behaviour choices.  

 

In the indoor environment , Possums have been working on their fine motor skills through construction using Lego, 

Duplo, puzzles and train tracks. Emma, Jessica and Melissa will continue to extend the Kookaburra¬s project work 

on sea life. The Kookaburras have engaged in a range of activities including storytelling, art and craft, creating a 

sea creature investigation station and water play. The children have enjoyed working on their abstract family tree.    

 

Science has been a strong focus for the children in Geckos. They have participated  in experiments involving 

colour mixing. The children have also constructed a beautiful small world fairy garden which flowed into their 

family tree. The Geckos program will incorporate  introductory Jolly Phonics over the course of the year, which is a 

child centred method  of teaching literacy through  phonics. 

 

We have had a wonderful start to 2017 and look forward to the learning and fun that the year will offer.  

 

If I can be of any assistance, please don¬t hesitate to contact me on 38515151 or kirby@habitatlearning.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 Welcome to the 

FROM THE SUNSHINE DIVISION 

 Kirby Thompson                           

Division Director Sunshine 



  

FROM THE FIGTREE DIVISION 

What a positive start to the year Figtree has had! Itôs so hard to believe that we are already in February... 
We have welcomed a few new families into our Kindergarten division this year, and we are looking forward to 

sharing many educational opportunities with you all at Habitat.  

Throughout January, the educators have spent time welcoming and settling children i nto their new environments 

and establishing routines for the year ahead. Within these routines, children are given opportunities to develop 

self-help skills, build confidence and independence and engage in learning experiences that have stemmed 

from interests and strengths. You have probably noticed the Kindergarten rooms beginning to take shape, and 

some beautiful evidence of learning is be ing displayed. Families are strongly encouraged to contribute to these 

environments through the sharing of children¬s interests and experiences, curriculum ideas and family photos.  

Whilst a strong emphasis is placed on settling children into the environment throughout January, the Figtree 

children have already undertaken some wonderful learning opportunities and projects . In the Pythons room, 

children have been developing their sense of belonging through self -portraits, family drawings, designing of 

learning spaces and whole group experiences. Last month, the Python children identified their interest and skill-set 

in construction and will be pursuing some new learning projects that will extend this interest. 

In the Treefrogs room, children were focussed on developing a sense of self through family portraits, exploring 

individual elements such as height and looking at each child¬s own learning goals for the year ahead. Miss Sarah 

and Miss Jacquie look forward to extending upon the children¬s current interest of construction, measurement 

and engineering.  

In the Kubbi room, Miss Trish and Miss Rachel have been spending time exploring the Montessori equipment and 

routines with the children. Basic skills regarding the setting up and returning of resources have been established 

and children have been engag ed in discussions about the design of their learning environment. During February, 

the Kubbi children will be introduced to new Montessori experiences including practical life elements, as well as 

pursuing a very exciting project based around dinosaurs and fo ssils.  

The Figtree children and educators are very much looking forward to developing new skills and ideas through 

project work, and building on children¬s confidence within their new environments. 

If I can be of any assistance, please don¬t hesitate to contact me on 38515151 or louise.mead@habitatlearning.com.au   

 

 

Louise Mead                           

Division Director Figtree 

mailto:louise.mead@habitatlearning.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome to all our new students as they join our Montessori family and embark on a wondrous journey together. 

Firstly I would like to extend a warm welcome as  well to many of our families  who may have been away during 

the holiday period. We recently farewelled our vacation care children as they commen ce d a new journey of 

learning beginning prep in 2017 and we wish them well. January has been a month of settling in and 

establishing new room routines for some and has given others the opportunity to peer  men tor by guiding and 

assisting friends into a smooth transition to care. Our Kubbi kindergarten children had the opportunity to share 

their learning environment with the vacation care children, providing many  opportunities for lessons to be 

presented to friends sharing a glimpse into the Montessori Method and philosophy.   

Moving forward, as children gain a sense of belonging and security within their environments, we encourage 

them  to gain a better understandi ng and holistic view on  respect. We value the word «respect¬ and break it 

down into three spec ific areas to encourage the culture of respect within the Montessori environment and 

model ongoing respect for all children and their work.    

Respect yourself, respect on e another and respect the environment.   

Montessori refers to the term «Normalization¬. This process is very positive and it often occurs spontaneously when 

children work with Montessori activities. Montessori observed that when children are given the freedom in a 

prepared environment suited to their needs, they blossom. When childre n work with the materials that fully 

engage their interest, children appear to be refreshed and contented. Inner discipline and peace is grown 

when children work with activities of their own choice through continued concentration. Maria Montessori 

referred to this process as «Normalization¬ (The Absorbent Mind).  

All three of our environments (Biggie Billa, Arinya and Kubbi) will be extending the inside learning to the outdoor 

environment, encouraging children to engage in purposeful activities such as care of the environment, 

promoting sustainability, sensory exploration and creative play. During our Montessori work cycle, it is paramount 

for educators to foster children¬s independence through assisting them to develop self-help skills and resilience. 

Educators may choose to observe children making independent choices  from a distance, and work is never 

disturbed as respect is given to all children  who are engaging in meaningful play.   

For families interested in learning more about the Montessori principles and hands on experiences, I will be 

facilitating a «Journey and Discovery¬ workshop towards the end of April. An expression of interest will be sent out 

prior to the event. This is a wonderful opportunity for adults to come in and experience a work cycle as their child 

would.   

It has been an absolute pleasure to hear the positive feedback from families as they share experiences from the 

home env ironment which link in and c onsolidate what we do with the children in Parkview. If at any time you 

require assistance with your child or advice and I am not available, please feel free to call upon Kerrin or Sandy 

who are usually around the reception area  or email m e at Smeeta@habitatlearning.com.au .  I look forward to 

working closely with you throughout the year.   

 

FROM OUR PARKVIEW DIVISION 
Smeeta Vanmali                           

Division Director Parkview Montessori 

Montessori Director 

mailto:Smeeta@habitatlearning.com.au


  
EDUCATION UPDATE 

 
At Habitat Early Learning, educators develop an intentional and spontaneous curriculum that aligns with learning 

outcomes from the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline 

(QKLG).  

This month, educators will be focusing on establishing new projects within their learning environments, while 

building on self-confidence and independence.  

 

Across the centre, many interests have emerged, including sea life and beach culture, construction, 

measurement, dinosaurs and pre -historic times, sustainability, emotions and Australian culture. Learning is 

fostered in alliance with dramatic, sensory, creative, exploratory, practical, manipulative and physical play. 

Evidence of learning within the curriculum will be communicated, as well as through portfolio submissio ns and 

classroom displays. Educators love hearing about learning that is occurring or continued at home, so please 

feel welcome to share this exciting information with your child¬s educators. 

 

In 2017, Habitat¬s Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) will be revised, and new goals established based on the 

feedback received during the Assessment and Rating process in 2016. After revising the QIP, all educators 

across the Centre will develop practical strategies of how to implement and include children and families i n the 

development process of the goals.  

 

This month, I look forward to supporting all educators to implement their curriculum in both the indoor and 

outdoor environments. Below are some images of the fantastic learning spaces that have been created by 

educators and children.  

 
 

 

 

 


